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_1. (U) SUMMARY: After pledging to take "not one step 
“packwards," on Decesber 19 President Chaves ordered the 
Fifth Republic Movement (MVR) deputies of the National 
Assembly to abandon the dialogue table--officially known as 
the Special Commission on Understanding--tasked with 
reviewing the infamous 49 lawe passed in November under the 
_ Enabling Law. Alejandro Armas (MVR) ‘ A Bl 


session in lance of 
the President‘s orders. : Bl 





2. (0) True to hia pledge to take "not one step backwards, " 
On December 19 President Chavez ordered the Fifth Republic 
Movement (MVR) deputies of the National Assembly to abandon 
the dialogue table--officially known as the Special 
Commission on Underatanding--tasked with reviewing the 
infamous 49 laws passed in November under the Enabling Law. 
Vice Preaident Adina Bastidas, who oversaw the passage of 
the laws, refused a summons to attend the meeting, and 
several MVR deputies who are commission members also failed 
to appear. Their absence seemed to be a crippling blow to 
the table, whose legitimacy for dialogue depende upon MVR 
articipation. 
the comission looked J Bl 


elrectively * 
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3. {U) But it’s not dead yet. Alejandro Armas (MVR) B 
7 five other 
eputies attend the session in apparent defiance of 
the President's orders. Armas, who has been under heavy 
fire from the wing of the MVR, insisted publicly . . B 


that he will maint th his position as preaidene of the 
commission and his membership in the MVR. 
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4. (0) Laat week the National Assembly arrived at the 

decision to establish a single special ccoemission to 

discuss problems in the Enabling Law package without a 

aingle dissenting MVR voice. Chavez could gave killed the XN 
idea with the MVR before ic happened, but He: allowed the ’ ¢ 
deputies to proceed. Now, after the coumighion ia up and 

vunping, he is demanding the MVR back out of it, an order 

sure to humiliate the pro-dialogue moderates. 
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